Introduced by Council Member Fussell: 

RESOLUTION 2009-748
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SUPPORT FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING OF THE JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER F136 ALTERNATE ENGINE PROJECT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the United States Congress has invested $2.5 billion over the past 14 years in the Defense Department’s program for development of an alternate engine for the next generation of American fighter aircraft, the F136 Joint Strike Fighter; and


WHEREAS, the General Electric/Rolls Royce alternate engine was specifically designed for the Joint Strike Fighter and is the only engine designed to grow with the aircraft, thus avoiding cost overruns associated with redesigning the Pratt & Whitney engine currently contemplated for use on the fighter; and


WHEREAS, today General Electric’s alternate engine powers every combat F-16 in the active U.S. Air Force due to the U.S. Congress’ insistence on competition in the engine production program, and the same competitive procurement process should also apply to the Joint Strike Fighter; and 


WHEREAS, Unison Industries and GE Aviation in Jacksonville are intensely interested in the engine production program and would relish the opportunity to compete in a free and fair competition for the honor of producing the engines for this new generation of fighter, which will serve America’s defense needs for the next 30 years; and


WHEREAS, the City believes that a competitive procurement process is in the best interests of national security, military performance, and economy and efficiency in government procurement; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby urges the U.S. Congress to continue funding for the Joint Strike Fighter F136 alternate engine development program by General Electric and Rolls Royce and to ensure that a fair and competitive process is used to make the selection of the engine for the new aircraft.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

MARGARET M. SIDMAN 

_________________________________________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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